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Are you prepared for this years hurricane season?  
 

Safety tips:  

Before the Storm:  

¶ Trim trees away from your home  

¶ Call power company if tree limbs are touching power lines (1 -877-342-5372)  

¶ Bring in any lawn furniture and décor  

 

¶ Have a plan and put it into action  

 

¶ Have your supplies ready       

   

 Plenty of food and water for each family member  

 Plenty of your prescription medication  

 Have a secure room and evacuation plan  

 First aid kit  

 Batteries  

 Weather radio  

 Blankets  

  

For more information please visit: http://www.ready.gov/hurricanes  

If you live on your own or have special needs, make sure youõre registered with the police depart-

ment @407 -876-3757 and give them your information.  
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This yearõs 22th Annual Pancake Breakfast  will be held 

on Wednesday, July 4th at Town Hall from 8:30 to 11:30. 

This year we will be accepting Visa, Master Card,  

Discover and cash. Ticket prices are $7.00 for adults, 

children 10 and under are $3.00.  

 

Volunteers are needed. Please stop by the town offices or 

call 407 -876-2563 x 26 



Keep this Summer Active with Youth Summer  

Tennis Classes  
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A LETTER FROM YOUR MAYOR ï JUNE, 2012 
 

My Fellow Neighborsé. As always, I hope this Newsletter finds all of you well.  

 

SEARCHING FOR A NEW POLICE CHIEF ð Our search for a new Police Chief is in its final stretch as our Police 

Chief Search Committee is finalizing their candidates and conducting interviews. The Committee will then for-

ward their recommendations to the Town Council who will then decide how they wish to proceed. The Council 

could interview the top candidates, or ask for a recommendation from the Committee. Meanwhile, Interim Chief 

Lee Massie has done an excellent job during this period and he did submit his resume and credentials for consid-

eration for the job permanently.   

 

WINDERMEREõS NEWEST PARK IS OPEN  ð The Butler Bay Recreation Center was given to the Town in 2011 

and hopefully you have had a chance to visit it and enjoy this great addition to our town. There are three newly 

resurfaced tennis courts and improvements that are soon to come include a pavilion, rest rooms and picnic tables. 

This has been accomplished through generous contributions from the Windermere Rotary Club, private citizen 

and foundation donations and Parks and Recreation Windermere 5K Run Among the Lakes proceeds.    

 

MAIN STREET RESURFACING  - Once again this year we will be repaving some of our main thoroughfares with 

Main Street scheduled for mid -July. Through some cost cutting measures we have been able to expand the area to 

be paved from 4 th  Avenue to the roundabout at the Elementary School. We are trying to do this when it will be the 

least disruptive. You should also know that there will be paved aprons where Main Street and dirt roads intersect 

providing safer entry and exit from the side streets.  

   

OUR 1890 SCHOOLHOUSE IS NEAR COMPLETION  - Although the schoolhouse renovations were completed 

months ago, there are still a few improvements being finalized. A visioning session was held earlier this year to 

gather public input and develop a plan for the property and these ideas are now being finalized. With the comple-

tion of landscaping and an irrigation system, this historical area will be rededicated later this year.  

 

SCHOOL IS OUT é. which means we will have children playing and bicycling, so letõs make sure we keep a watch-

ful eye on them. Remember, bicycle helmets can save lives.  And letõs make sure that we yield to pedestrians in 

our crosswalks.  

 

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS é I hate to use the nasty òHó word, but we are now in HURRICANE season. After 

2004, we all know that we should not take these lightly and we need to make sure that we are prepared. You 

should have a hurricane checklist available and be reviewing it before  the threat arises.  

 

Wishing you a very safe and enjoyable summer and I HOPE TO SEE YOU AT OUR ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 TH ! 
 

Donõt forget that you can read all of the latest news by visiting my web site: 

 http://www.windermeremayor.com  

Gary Bruhn 
Your Mayor   

Looking for a great way to get the kids off the couch and outside? Sign them up for summer tennis.  The week of July 6th 

class for tennis members is  $85 and non- members is $95.00. It will be held on Saturdays at the Butler Bay courts. 

Other summer camps start on Monday July 9 for beginner and intermediates beginning Tuesday July 10. An adult clinic 

will be held on the Main Street courts in the evening from 7-8:30 PM on Tuesdays starting July 9. Cost for tennis mem-

bers will be $22 and non- members will be $25. For more information please visit their web site at 

http://www.mgtennis.com/Windermere/  or contact Mary Hayes at (407) 876-2529 

http://www.windermeremayor.com/
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As you may recall, the Town of Windermere Building Department opened its doors for business in June of 2010.   All building 

permits are therefore processed here in the Town and not by Orange County ð as had previously been done.   All building in-

spections are conducted by the Town of Windermere in partnership with Universal Engineering.  

 

If you reside within Town limits you must acquire a permit when performing ANY  work and improvement to your house that 

must meet the minimum requirements of the Florida Building Code.   This includes, but is not limited to, construction of a new 

house, addition, dock, pool, patio, fence or driveway, repair of any interior or exterior building system or component, repla ce-

ment of windows, doors, and roofs, and any major or minor demolitions.    

 

You may visit the Florida Building Code online at 

www.floridabuilding.org .   

 

The purpose of requiring permits is not to make more work for you but to 

ensure that all work performed on your home meets the requirements of the Florida Building Code whose purpose is to safe-

guard the public health, safety and general welfare of our built environment (your home and your neighborõs!)   

 

 

If you are unsure whether your scope of work will require a permit, we encourage you to submit an application to the building  

department for review or call us with any questions.  

 

In addition to meeting Florida Building Code requirements, all development must be in compliance with the Townõs Zoning Or-

dinances which govern such aspects as floor area ratio (FAR), setbacks and height, among others.   Im provements that add  125 

SF of impervious area or more on your property (this includes all pavers!) must comply with the Townõs stormwater Drainage 

Ordinanc e and readdress stormwater drainage and retention on site.   Other actions that require a permit from the Town in ac-

cordance with our Code of Ordinances  include tree removal, business and retail signs, garage sales and open house permits.  

 

Please feel free to visit our office for more information on all of our permitting requirements.  We are currently working to ma ke 

our comprehensive Code of Ordinances available to all residents online via Municode.   Stay tuned!    

 

 

Help us maintain Windermereõs charm and beauty!  Below is a list of some of the most common Town Code  

Violations.  

 

Boats and/or trailers parked in the front yard.  

Section 6.03.02 F.  Small camping trailers, boats and other small trailers plus recreational vehicle may be stored/parked in 

residential side or rear yards and not in street right -of-ways, public places or front yards. Corner lot owners require 

written permission of the Town Manager for parking on one front yard.  

 

Overgrown yards.  

Section 8-8 (b) Duty of property owners generally. It shall be the duty of the owner of each lot, tract or parcel of land within 

the Town to reasonably regulate and effectively control excessive growths and accumulations as enumerated in subsec-

tion (a) on the property and on that portion of the adjoining public right -of-way between the property and the street.  

 

No house number displayed.  

Section 2-63 Posting of numbers on buildings.  All buildings shall have the assigned building number properly displayed, 

whether or not mail is delivered to the building.  

The building number shall be affixed to the front of the building or to a separate structure in front of the building, such 

as a mailbox, post, wall or fence, so that it is visible from the public or private street on which the building fronts.  

The number shall be in Arabic numerals, unless otherwise approved by the Town Manager.  

The numbering shall be of a weather -resistant material permanently affixed to the front of the building or structure.  

The building numbers shall not be less than three (3) inches in height and shall be of a color that will contrast with the 

immediate background material.  

Building, zoning and code enforcement: All you need to know about staying in 

compliance with town ordinanceõs and Floridaõs building codes. 

Building department can be reached at 407 -876-2563 x 27 

http://www.floridabuilding.org
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òProper pruning is one of the best things that can be done for a tree; im-

proper pruning is one of the worst things that can be done to a tree.ó  

 ðDr. Alex Shigo  

Basic Structural Tree Pruning 

Doôs and Donôts 
Notes taken from Dr. Edward F. Gilman, UF/IFIS Forestry, 

Trees Florida Conference 2012 and excerpts from An Illus-

trated Guide to Pruning, 3 rd  Edition  

 

òPruning is the selective removal of plant parts to 

meet specific goals and objectives.  One of the most compel-

ling goals for many trees, planted or naturalized, is a long 

life span made possible by optimum trunk and branch struc-

ture.  (See illustration ôGood Structureõ).ó òPoor structure 

(the arrangement of and attributes of stems, trunk, branches 

and roots), decay, and cracks in wood shorten the life of 

many trees, yet timely pruning can prevent premature tree 

failure and extend useful life span.  (See illustration ôPoor 

Structureõ).ó 

òThis positions pruning at the heart of tree care and 

as one of the most efficient tree inputs.  Proactive pruning 

before problems arise, or even after the tree has slight to 

moderate defects, requires fewer resources than tree removal 

which may be necessary when defects are severe.  However, 

trees should always be pruned with a thorough understand-

ing of what is to be accomplished and why.ó  

òHistorically, pruning was performed in response to 

short term desires of people, with less attention to effects on 

tree and shrub structure, stability and health.  These factors 

can be managed well, however, when tree biology and growth 

patterns are understood.  This article examines basic ele-

ments in pruning techniques.ó 

òSome think pruning trees is wasteful and unneces-

sary because, after all, trees in the forest grow just fine with-

out it.  What may not be obvious is one in a billion  seeds in 

the forest grows into a mature tree.  In contrast, in urban 

and suburban landscapes, we expect almost every  tree 

planted to grow old.  Science -based pruning helps trees reach 

maturity, but misdirected pruning can shorten service life of 

the tree.ó   

òUnfortunately, many people prune when it is not 

necessary, or they misapply or misunderstand thinning and 

remove branches from the interior of the crown.  This is often 

referred to as òlions-tailingó, overlifting, overthinning, 

stripping out the interior or cleaning out. Lions -tailing 

is the improper practice of removing all or most secondary 

and tertiary branches from primary or scafold limbs on the  

lower and interior portion of the crown, leaving most 

live foliage only at the edge of the crown.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture A.  Lionõs Tailed Oak Trees:  Improper thinning 

removes only interior branches and results in lions tail-

ing.  This type pruning is extremely damaging to trees, 

and it makes it very difficult to reduce or restore a tree 

later should it be damaged by a storm, because all inte-

rior branches have been removed.  

 

Negative Effects of Stripping out Interior Growth & 

Low Branches (Lionõs Tailing)  

Thinning does not improve tree structure or health unless it is 

combined with structural pruning.ó   

Pruning that creates near -optimum structure, called 

structural pruning , results in trees better able to withstand 

stresses such as wind storms, hurricanes, ice and snow. There 

is a great video of Dr. Gilman and his research graduates at 

Dramatically reduces Increases damage to limbs 

Eliminates laterals needed 

for restoration of storm -

Changes wind loading pat-

terns and makes the tree 

Reduces valuable photo- Spoils tree architecture 

Can lead to conditions Can initiate crack and de-

Reduces damping in wind  Shifts growth to branch 

Increases number of entry 

points for pests, disease 

Sprouts occur in uncharac-

teristic positions  

Increases storm and ice 

damage 

Eliminates opportunity to 

reduce limb length later  



UF using four twin turbocharged diesel engines to study the 

most effective way to prune landscape trees so that they sur-

vive a hurricane. Check it out at this link:  http://

www.youtube.com/watch?

feature=endscreen&v=NFqF5RHXNCw&NR=1   

òHomeowners, communities and organizations that 

implement this method of pruning have found trees better 

able to withstand storms.  Pruning live branches, including 

those in the upper part of the crown, is a big component of 

preventive tree care. Unfortunately, this is the part left un-

pruned by most contractors.  A preventive program places 

trees under the care of a professional who develops a plan 

that includes a pruning program designed to meet these and 

other specific objectives.  Specific pruning objectives  

should be defined with each pruning.  Once objectives are 

established, each tree or group of trees is placed on a pruning 

cycle such as every two years.ó 

 òThere are multiple objectives when it comes to 

pruning trees.  They range from improving the appearance of 

trees (aesthetics) to improving tree structure.  Each has a 

place in certain landscapes, depending on many factors in-

cluding tree age, tree size, location, position of nearby ob-

jects, tree health and others.  One of the most important ob-

jectives of pruning trees is to reduce risk of failure and long -

term maintenance by creating, maintaining, and developing 

or restoring strong structure.   This is accomplished by 

guiding the treeõs architecture to produce a strong, functional 

and pleasing form, and by removing conditions that increase 

risk of failure.  To accomplish this and many other objectives, 

structural pruning should be performed at regular intervals, 

starting when the tree is young and continuing into matur-

ity.ó 

  Objectives of Structural Pruning . 

 
 òEarly training prevents lateral branches and stems 

from growing too fast and spoiling good structure.  It corrects 

substandard structure at planting.  Like the time it takes to 

promote good behavior in children, it may take 20 to 40 years 

or pruning at regular intervals to develop good trunk and 

branch structure in a shade tree, but only a small number of 

branches needs to be removed at each pruning cycle.  With 

every pruning, live branches are removed to encourage 

growth in the more desirable non -pruned parts of the tree.ó 

 òIn many ways, good pruning corrects defects.   The 

pruner recognizes them early and decides on treatment.  

Young trees are pruned to develop strong structure by direct-

ing future growth so trees can live many years without creat-

ing unreasonable risk.  Older trees are pruned to reduce risk 

by maintaining good structure, and to tree poor structure 

and other conditions that could place the tree, people or 

property at risk.  All defects in trees may not be correctable 

with pruning.ó   

 

òRegardless of the state of life, there is no harm in removing 

the portion of branches that are dead, broken, split, dying, 

diseased, or rubbing against each other.  However, indis-

criminately removing branches with live foliage can reduce 

Reduce risk of failure  Influence flower & fruit 

production  

Provide clearance  Improve view  

Reduce shade and wind 

resistance  

Improve aesthetics  

Maintain or improve 

health  

Increase life span  
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tree health and encourage development of weak structure.  

Anytime live branches are removed, some live wood transitions 

to nonliving wood behind even a well executed pruning cut.  

This must be balanced against the improved structure that 

results from structural pruning.  Removing a few small -

diameter branches typically has little effect.ó   

 Trees with appropriately pruned crowns and roots 

become more stable and healthy.  Here are basic guidelines for 

executing these practices on young large -maturing shade trees.  

1. Step away from the tree and view it at a distance.  

2. Determine why the tree needs pruning ñwhat are the ob-

jectives? 

3. Visualize the tree five to thirty years from now.  

4. Select branches and stems to be removed and shortened.  

5. Develop and maintain a dominant central leader.  

6. Identify the lowest branch in the permanent crown.  

7. Prevent branches below permanent crown from growing to 

large.  

8. Space main branches along dominant trunk.  

9. Keep all branches less than ½ the trunk diameter by 

shortening or thinning them.  

Suppress growth on branches with included bark.  

 

 
Picture B:  Ideal Pruning Structure.  Dominant 

central leader, well spaced main branches and 

laterals along dominant trunk.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=NFqF5RHXNCw&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=NFqF5RHXNCw&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=NFqF5RHXNCw&NR=1


*Meets on an as needed basis  

SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

1 2  3 
6pm DBC, CR  

*6pm Code, TH  

4 Pancake 

Breakfast  

8 :30-11:30 

Office Closed 

5 6  
farmers market 

9-2 

7 

8 

 

9  
6p BCCA, CR 

10 
6pm Town Coun-

cil, TH   

11 12 13  
farmers market 

9-2 

14 

15 

 

16  
7p WWNC, CR  

17   
7p DRB, TH  

 

18 19 
7pm Tree board, 

CR 

20  
farmers market 

9-2 

21 

22 23  24  
6p *Town Coun-

cil Workshop 

25  
7pm historical 

board ñTH  

26  
P&R 12p CR  

7p *Long Range 

27  
farmers market 

9-2 

28  

29 30  31     

July 2012  

Hot Weather Safety:  
NEVER LEAVE a pet or child in a parked car!!  

Use sunscreen and reapply often  

Drink plenty of fluids     

Avoid prolonged direct sunlight  

 

Bike Safety:  
A rider under 16 years old MUST wear a helmet  

Ride on the side of the road with the flow of traffic  

Yield to pedestrians and give audible signal before passing  

  

Look out for cars exiting and entering roadways  

Riding between sunset and sunrise, you must have a working 

white light visible from 500 feet to the front of you and a red light 

on the rear visible from 600 feet behind you, along with a red 

reflector that is usually located under your seat and in your back 

tire spokes  

Please remember these VERY IMPORTANT safety tips during your fun in the 

. Pedestrian Safety:  
Walk on sidewalks or walk on the left side of the road facing traffic  

Wear light colored clothing between sunset & sunrise  

Use crosswalks and look to see if driver sees you before crossing  

 

Water Safety:  
Teach children to swim   

Always designate an adult as a òwater watcheró 

 

Boat Safety:  
Have proper life jackets for all passengers   

Water skiers & watercraft users must wear a life jacket  

FOOD TRUCK NIGHT  

4th  Friday of the month  

Want a night out without going far? Pack up the picnic supplies and head to Town Hall. There will 

be a vast array of gourmet food trucks to choose from for your dinning pleasure.  Come and join in 

the fun from 5 -9:30pm 



SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

  
    1 

2 3 office closed 4 
6pm DBC, CR  

*6pm Code, TH  

5  
*6pm tentative 

budget hearing  

6 7 
farmers market 

9-2 

8 

9 10 
 6p BCCA, CR  

11 
6pm Town Coun-

cil, TH   

12 13 14 
farmers market 

9-2 

15 

16 17 
7p WWNC, CR  

18 
7p DRB, TH  

19 20 
7pm Tree board, 

CR 

21 
farmers market 

9-2 

22 

23 24 25 *6pm Town 

Council work 

shop, TH  

26 
7pm historical 

board ñTH  

27P&R 12p CR  

7p *Long Range 

Planning, CR  

28 farmers 

market 9 -2 

food truck 5 -9 

29 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

  
 1 2 3 

farmers market 

9-2 

4 

5 6 
6pm Town Coun-

cil budget work-

shop 

7 
6pm DBC, CR  

*6pm Code, TH  

8 9 10 
farmers market 

9-2 

11 

12 13 
6p BCCA, CR  

14 15 16 
7pm Tree board, 

CR 

17 
farmers market 

9-2 

18 

19 20 
7p WWNC, CR  

21 
7p DRB, TH  

22 23 24  
farmers market 

9-2 

food truck 5 -9 

25 

26 27 28 
6pm Town 

Council, TH   

29 
7pm historical 

board ñTH  

30P&R 12p CR  

7p *Long Range 

Planning, CR  

31 
farmers market 

9-2 

 

September 2012  

August 2012  


